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�Functional Callsign Plan

tomize This Report

PURPOSE:  To set up and explain the Arizona Wing Functional Callsign Plan..

SCOPE:  This plan 
is intended to help Mission Communications Officers (MCOs) plan and execute the Functional Callsign system.



DISCUSSION
:  
 CAPR 100-1, Para 7-15c. specifically authorizes W
i
ng
s to implement a system of 
“functional callsigns
” for use during operations. 
 This was intended to allow wings to implement callsign systems that follow the Incident Command System (ICS) for callsigns and command structure.  The Arizona Wing Emergency Services Directorate has determined that this  
system
 would augment the Wings ability to complete its mission.  Therefore, a 
system
 of radio callsigns has been developed to implement this.
  


IMPLEMENTATION:  The system of functional callsigns is intended for use only during 
operations
, 
actual 
or practice 
missions
, or exercises
.  It is not intended for use during routine scheduled nets or free nets.  Units ar
e
 encouraged to conduct
 communications training e
xercises to familiarize their members with this system.
  



FEEDBACK:  Because this system is new, all members ar
e encouraged to submit comments, 
s
uggestions 
and
 
criticisms to the Arizona Wing Directors of Communications and Emergency Services.
 
 
 
 



�
Callsign System






	The following is a list of appropriate callsigns that should cover 
most
 mission requirements.  If a callsign is needed that does not appear to be covered in this
 list, it is authorized to design your own callsigns.  If you do need to create new callsi
gns, please inform the Arizona Wing DC of the new callsigns and the reasons for them.


KEY: 
	
 Words in 
BOLD CAPS 
are required.


		
Words enclosed in [square brackets] are optional.


		Words enclosed in (parenthesis) may be required under certain circumstances.


“
IC
”
 
 or 
“
INCIDENT COMMANDER
”
 
or 
“
MC
”
 or 
“
MISSION COORDINATOR
”
 
, as appropriate.


“
(
CAP) [
MISSION
]
 
BASE 
(Location)
”
   The 
word 
“
MISSION
”
 is optional.  The word 
“
CAP
”
 is only 
required
 if there are other agencies using the channel (
i.e., 123.1 mHz).
  The 
“
Location
”
 word should be used under t
wo
 
conditions
: 
when
 there 
is
 more th
an one Mission Base in operation, 
 
and anytime on an HF channel.  


“
COMM
”
 
or 
“
COMMUNICATIONS
”
  
This is for the Communications officer, not the co
mmunications facility.  


“
GROUND OPS
”
 
or 
“
AIR OPS
”
, as appropriate.


“
FLIGHT LINE
”
 
(Number)  The 
“
FLIGHT LINE
”
 callsign is for the flight line commander.  
“
FLIGHT LINE
”
 callsigns followed by a number would be used by subordinate stations.



“
HIGHBIRD
”
 
 This is the only callsign that may be used for aircraft besides the normal 
“
CAPFLIGHT
 (Number)
”
 callsign.  It is used ONLY if the aircraft is providing commu
nications relay services.



“
TRANSPORTATION
”
  
This callsign is for the transportation commander.  Vehicles 
being used by the transportation 
sector would be either 
“
TRANSPORT
 
(Number)
”
 or 
“
VAN 
(Number)
”
.


“
ADMIN
”
 
or 
“
ADMINISTRATION
”



“
LOGISTICS
”



“
REHAB
”
 
or 
“
REHABILITATION
”
  This is the ICS name for off-duty area, where personnel might be resting, eating, etc.


“
GROUND TEAM 
(Number)
”
  If there is only one ground team, then the number is optional.  If deployed ground teams
 
subsequently 
separate
 
into different groups, use a number/letter combination - i.e., 
“
 GROUND TEAM ONE ALPHA
”
.









Additional Notes






LOCATION NAMES:
  
At
 
times, it is required to use location names as part of the callsign, primarily for Mission
 Bases.  It is acceptable to use either an abbreviation or a full name.  For example, 
“
MISSION BASE DEER VALLEY
”
 or 
“
MISSION BASE DVT
”
 are both acceptable on VHF, but the full name is preferable on HF.  Be sure that any abbr
eviation is likely to be easily understood by everyone on the frequency - airport designat
ors are usually OK, as well as city names or well-known facilities.  Examples:  
“
DVT
”
, 
“
TIA
”
, 
“
PRESCOTT
”
, or 
“
EOC
”
.






USE OF NORMAL CALLSIGNS:
  
Any
 
unit utilizing the radio who does not have a duty position/callsign should use their normal 
“
RED ROCK
”
 callsign.  For example, members traveling to and from the mission base might check in usi
ng their normal callsign.  On VHF
. 
I
t 
will not normally be necessary for stations to use their normal callsign
 in addition to their functional callsign
, unless asked to 
do so by another agency.  On HF, however, Mission Bases should make a practice of sending 
their normal callsign periodically in addition to their functional callsign.  Note
 also 
on
 HF 
that bases should include a
 location identifier with 
their 
functional callsign.  For example, 
“
MISSION BASE DEER VALLEY
”
.






AIRCRAFT CALLSIGNS:
  
Aircraft
 
will use their normally assigned 
“
CAPFLIGHT (Number)
”
 callsigns.  The only exception is an aircraft that is fulfilling an airborne relay functi
on, either by manually relaying communications, or by carrying an airborne repeater.  This
 aircraft will still use its assigned 
“CAPFLIGHT
”
 callsign for all functions not dir
ectly related to its HIGHBIRD relay function.
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